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San Jose, Sharks come to
deal on downtown
parking structure

By Tracy Seipel
tseipel@mercurynews.com

Posted: 06/01/2010 09:00:00 PM PDT

Updated: 06/02/2010 08:54:03 AM PDT

Ending months of frustrating discussions with city ~

officials, the San Jose Sharks emerged victorious
Tuesday after San Jose agreed to solve the team’s
concerns about traffic and parking from a proposed
downtown ballpark.

The city would let the team build a four-level
parking facility just north of HP Pavilion. San Jose,
in turn~ would oversee transportation improvements
and traffic and parking plans to ease congestion
around the Pavilion, the Major League Baseball park
and Diridon Station.

"Because there are so many projects slated for this
area, we felt it was critical that a traffic plan and
parking plan and infrastructure plan all be put into
place," said Greg Jamison, chief executive officer of
Silicon

Valley Sports & Entertainment, which owns the
Sharks and manages the arena where they play.

Mayor Chuck Reed said it was all a matter of timing.

"The Sharks wanted more certainty earlier about the
things we would do to protect our building and
their interests," he said of the Pavilion, which the
city built and owns. The city filso owns the Sharks’
current 1,800-space parking lots, with revenues
going both to the city’s general fund and Sharks
operations.

The City Council will discuss the proposal at its
June 15 meeting.

Reed said he had been confident the city would
resolve differences with the Sharks over a revised



environmental impact report for the ballpark site,
which suggested no new downtown parking

was needed. Aside from the possibility of two major
sporting venues, the Sharks and other critics noted
plans to bring BART and high-speed rail -- and
accompanying vehicle traffic -- to Diridon Station,

"1 just thought we ought to try to figure out if we
could come to common ground on what needed to
be done," said Reed.

For months, the Sharks have been openly critical of
the environmental report, saying they were
particularly concerned about days when
simultaneous events

would occur at the Pavilion and the stadium.

The Sharks have insisted that additional parking
must be built in the area beyond the 13,847 a
vailable in downtown lots and garages. Last week,
the team filed an appeal challenging the San Jose
Planning Commission’s decision to certify the
environmental report.

City officials didn’t disagree with the call for more
parking -- they just couldn’t pay for it. San Jose’s
general operating fund faces a $118 million deficit
in the fiscal year that begins July 1, and the city’s
cash-strapped Redevelopment Agency just had to
pay $62 million to the state to help balance
Sacramento’s budget.

San Jose officials had suggested building a garage
on the existing parking lot adjacent to the Pavilion
so no land would have to be purchased. But Sharks
management said that would disrupt operations and
cost them revenue.

Under the new agreement, the team will have the
right to buy the land and build the parking
structure, both of which it would then own. A
handful of properties will have to be acquired for
the project, which might not go forward if the A’s
don’t get permission from Major League Baseball to
move to San Jose.

Jamison would not estimate the cost of the project,
but he said the team might finance it by bringing in
investors or selling bonds that would be repaid by
parking revenues.

And if property owners refuse to sell to the Sharks,
the city and Redevelopment Agency said they will
invoke eminent domain, the legal process by which
land can be taken from one private owner at market
value and given to another.

Contact Tracy Seipel at 408-275-0140.

To read the city agreement, go to www.sanjoseca.
gov/clerk/Agenda/20100615/20100615ed.pdf

Parking stats

The proposed new parking garage near HP Pavilion
would feature:

¯ Four levels, including one partially
underground

¯ 400,000 square feet
= 1,072 net new stalls

Source: City of San Jose
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SHARKS ICE RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE
Ice Skating Institute Acknowledges Sharks Ice Employees for Their Work at the

2010 ISI Ice Arena and Conference Trade Show

SAN JOSE - The Ice Skating Institute (ISI) recognized Sharks Ice employees Jon Gustafson, Candy Goodson,
David Hicks for their work at the ISI Ice Arena and Conference Trade show in Las Vegas on June 1-4, 2010.

Gustafson was awarded Arena Owner/Operator of the Year as the General Manager of Sharks Ice at San Jose.
The award is presented to the owner or operator of an ISI Administrative member facility who has demonstrated superior
leadership and skills in facility management and operation, and has utilized ISl programs, events and resources to
increase participation, improve quality of services and enhance productivity.

Goodson was awarded Woman of the Year by ISl as the Director of Skating at Sharks Ice at San Jose; the
award is given to an individual who has made significant contributions to the Ice Skating Institute and its programs and
purposes during the past year.

Hicks, while not receiving a specific award from ISI, was also acknowledged for his work at the Oakland Ice
Center as their skating director.

ISI was founded in 1959 as a nonprofit organization for owners, operators and developers of ice skating facilities.
ISI has become the industry trade association for progressive ice skating facilities, managers, coaching professionals,
suppliers and individual skaters.

Sharks Ice at San Jose is hosts many large events at their facility every year. In 2009, Sharks Ice hosted the ISI
World Recreational Team Championships from July 27 - August 1. The World Recreational Team Championships is the
largest ISI national competition event each year. In addition, Sharks Ice also played host to the CANLAN Canadian Adult
Hockey Championships in May 2009, the North American Hockey League Prospect Tournament in February 2010, and
the USA Hockey Pacific District Championships in March 2010.

About Sharks Ice at San Jose
Sharks Ice at San Jose is the official practice facility of the NHL’s San Jose Sharks. The nearly 170,000 square-foot
facility accommodates ice hockey, figure skating, broomball, curling, speed skating, ice dancing, and public skating.
Sharks Ice at San Jose, along with Sharks Ice at Fremont and the Oakland Ice Center operated by Sharks Ice currently
holds the largest number of Adult USA Hockey participants of any facility in the nation (more than 3,000). Sharks Ice at
San Jose features a Pro Shop, large meeting and party spaces, as well as Stanley’s Sports Bar, a full service restaurant
that overlooks three of the four rinks. Sharks Ice at San Jose is located at 1500 South 10th Street in San Jose,
California, at the intersection of Alma and Tenth Street. It is the largest indoor ice facility west of the Mississippi River
and is one of only seven rink facilities in the United States that currently operates at least four NHL-sized rinks. For
more information, visit www.sharksice.com




